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to whom she continued to dispense a generous hospi-
tality at her summer residence at Tzarskoie-Selo.
Among the other members of the Imperial family
I will only mention the Grand Duke Nicholas Michailo-
vitch, so well known in Russia, as well as in France, as
the author of historical works which procured him the
honour of being elected a corresponding member of the
French  Institute.    Highly  cultivated  and  remarkably
talented, he was the only one of his family who adopted
really liberal ideas, and he expressed them with such^
frankness that he was nicknamed " Philippe Egalite"
at Court.   He was on the best of terms with the Em-
peror, to whom he used to speak with entire freedom.
They had a taste in common for historical studies, the
Grand Duke being the active president of the Imperial
Historical Society, of which the Emperor was honorary
president.   That society was founded during the reign
of Alexander II. by a group of eminent men, headed by
Prince Lobanoff  and  M.  Palowtzoff,  the  latter  well
known for his great wealth and as an art collector.   He
rendered great service to Russian historical knowledge
by publishing a very considerable number of diplomatic
documents, taken from the principal archives of Europe.
I was one of the very restricted list of members, and this
brought me into frequent contact with the Grand Duke,
who honoured me with his personal friendship for more
than twenty years.    The Emperor used to call a meeting
of the Historical Society once a year, and he presided
on those occasions.    Communications on historical sub-
jects were read by different members and all etiquette
was banished.   During the discussions which followed
the Grand Duke shone in the front rank by reason of
his profound erudition and prodigious memory.   De-
spite the high esteem in which Nicholas II. held him,